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Purpose:



“to determine the operational 
components of job, skill, or 
objective- that is, to describe what 
task performers do, how they 
perform a task, how they think, or 
how they perform a skill” 
(Jonassen, Hannum & 
Tessner,1989, p.3)

Jonassen, D.H.; Hannum, W.H.; & Tessmer, M. (1989) Handbook of task analysis procedures.  
Westport, CT: Praeger Publishers.

Steps Rules Concepts Discriminations



 To decide which skills, tasks or
goals ought to be taught
 To describe the sequence in

which tasks are performed
 To describe the psychological

activities (intellectual,
knowledge, attitudinal
behaviors) involved in a skill or
goal
 To describe the scope of the skill

or goal (Jonassen,Hannum&
Tessner,1989, p.3)

Why Task Analysis?

Liz Stoker, 2008



Steps
Rules (principles)
Concepts 
Discrimination 

(decisions)
Prerequisite skills

Steps Rules Concepts Discriminations



Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4



DiscriminationDiscriminationDiscrimination

Problem

RuleRuleRule

ConceptConcept



Instructional Task Analysis- Combination

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

Rule

ConceptConcept

DiscriminationDiscrimination



Instructional Task Analysis

Example

What 
shapes to 

emphasize

What 
types of 
contrast

EmphasisContrast SpaceBalance

Step 2. Sketch scene as 
simplified geometric 

shapes

Balance visual 
weight

Use contrast for 
emphasis

**how to see shapes as 
simple geometric 

forms (concept taught 
through examples)

**Types of lines
(concept taught 

through 
examples)

**Sighting to 
determine 

proportions 
(procedural)

**Tools/Media
(procedural)

**Prerequisite skills

**Tools/Media



**how to see 
shapes as simple 
geometric forms

**Types of 
lines

**Sighting to 
determine 

proportions
**Tools/Media

** Prerequisite knowledge

**Tonal Values



 Cognitive
 Knowledge- what is space, balance, 

contrast
 Comprehension-identify simple 

geometric base shapes in complex 
objects

 Application- in a quick sketch arrange 
shapes to achieve visual balance; use 
gestural drawing techniques to 
capture/suggest movement

 Analysis- determine what parts of a 
drawing should have the most detail;  
types of contrast to use to emphasize 
focal points.

 Synthesis- Create a drawing that is 
visually balanced and emphasizes 
important elements.  

 Evaluation- Decide when to stop 
drawing.



 Terminology- Proportion, 
Balance, Tonal Values, 
 Procedural- use of media, types 

of lines, sighting, shading, 
contour drawing,
 Cognitive: Simplification to major 

shapes,
Visual design principles and 

concepts. 
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Steps Rules Concepts Discriminations



Thank You!
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